
This final update for the 2019–2020 school year 
provides reminders about end-of-the-year grading, 
plans for next year and summer school, as well as 
information on summer meals and how to sign up 
for free and reduced-price meals. 

Grading
As we close out the year and prepare to issue final grades, 
GCPS reminds parents of the steps in place to ensure students 
have been as successful as possible during Digital Learning 
Days (DLD). If a student’s grade in a class falls below the 
grade he or she earned in that same class during first semester, 
or lower than the student’s average in the class on March 12, 
the teacher will take a number of things into consideration 
before finalizing the student’s grade. These considerations 
include the potential impact of the change in learning environ-
ment from in-person to online; whether the student had ade-
quate and appropriate opportunities to relearn material or redo 
assignments; and if the student took advantage of available 
opportunities to make up work and demonstrate mastery of the 
AKS curriculum. 

Plans for next school year
No one knows exactly what going to school will look like 
in the fall— if it will be in-person, digital, or some blended 
version. At this time, GCPS is planning for an Aug. 5 start. 
(The calendar for the 2020-21 school year, which is very sim-
ilar to this year’s calendar, is available on the GCPS website.) 
School system leaders will continue to follow guidance from 
health experts on safely educating and protecting students and 
staff in the 2020–21 school year.  

Summer School
• GCPS will not offer face-to-face summer school options

during June. High school students may take online sum-
mer classes through Gwinnett Online Campus, communi-
ty school programs, and credit recovery courses.

• If conditions allow, the school district will hold a summer 
session for identified elementary and middle school 
students July 6–21.

School Nutrition
Meals During the End of May and June: A partnership 
between the school district and Gwinnett County Govern-
ment will provide meal assistance to families in need over the 
summer. GCPS concluded its meal program on Friday, May 
15. During DLD, GCPS provided nearly 2.6 million meals at 
67 school locations and on bus routes within identified clusters. 
Beginning Monday, May 18, Gwinnett County will provide 
meals through its Summer Meals Program. Parents can pick 
up nutritious meals for their children at 18 park locations 
around the county. Meals also will be available for adults with 
disabilities. The school district’s Seamless Summer food 
program, which will provide meals for pick-up at 25 school 
sites, will extend meal options for families June 8-26.

Register for Free and Reduced-Price Meals: Families can 
apply for free and reduced-price meals if their household  
income has been affected by the current pandemic. By signing 
up today, families can ensure their children begin next school 
year with these benefits. Additionally, this eligibility can be 
used to access other types of public assistance or services that 
may be available during this pandemic, such as low-cost inter-
net services. Fill out a Free and Reduced-Price Meals Online 
Application. Applications typically are processed within three 
days. Questions about free and reduced-price meals, eligibility, 
and applications can be sent to SNP.FR@gcpsk12.org.

GCPS Salutes Seniors
After 13 years of hard work, more than 12,700 potential 
Gwinnett graduates are preparing for the next chapter of 
their lives. Due to the effects of the pandemic, this year’s 
seniors endured a difficult and unusual ending to their 
high school careers, which makes their accom-
plishments even more impressive and worthy of 
celebration. Tune into GCPS TV or go online to 
watch our high school virtual graduations. The 
live schedule for each school is available online.
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The COVID-19 situation remains fluid. As a result, GCPS 
continues to work on finalizing plans for the sum-

mer and fall. Thank you for your understanding and 
patience as we have navigated these uncertain times. 
The district will continue to use School Messenger to 

share information with families and staff members as 
decisions are made. Stay safe and well, and stay tuned 

for more information. Have a great summer!

https://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public/about/business-and-finance/snp/content/free-reduced
https://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public/about/business-and-finance/snp/content/free-reduced
https://www.gwinnettcounty.com/web/gwinnett/departments/communityservices/parksandrecreation/gwinnettsummermeals
https://www.gwinnettcounty.com/web/gwinnett/departments/communityservices/parksandrecreation/gwinnettsummermeals


This week’s update provides additional details on 
plans for the end of this school year, graduation 
schedules, and initial planning for the fall. As the 
COVID-19 pandemic remains a fluid situation,  
Gwinnett County Public Schools will continue to 
communicate information to families through the 
last day of digital learning on May 20. 

End-of-year activities:  Students returning books, computers, 
etc., and picking up belongings and yearbooks
At this time, schools are developing plans for allowing  
students to return to the school building to gather personal 
items and return school-owned items. This will take place 
during the weeks of May 18 and May 25. These plans will 
take into consideration physical distancing and will limit the 
number of people in the building at one time. Each school will 
communicate its process directly to parents. 

Plans for next school year
As GCPS makes plans for the end of this very unusual school 
year, district leaders are looking ahead to the fall. Ongoing 
concerns about COVID-19 and speculation about its impact 
on reopening schools could affect the start of the 2020–21 
school year. No decisions have been made on when school 
will begin in the fall, but possible options include: 
• Follow the existing calendar for the 2020–21 school year, 

which is very similar to this year’s calendar. (This calendar 
is published on the GCPS website.) School would begin on 
Wednesday, Aug. 5, and end on Wednesday, May 26.

• Begin the year on Aug. 5 with digital learning, providing 
small-group, in-school opportunities for new students and 
kindergartners to introduce our digital learning platform 
and provide in-class support for students in grades 1–3. 

• Follow an alternate calendar for 2020–21 that calls for 
school to start after Labor Day and end in mid-June. This 
calendar would include a weeklong Thanksgiving Break, 
a 10-day Winter Break, and a weeklong Spring Break.

Summer School
• GCPS will not offer face-to-face summer school options 

during June. High school students may take online summer 
classes through Gwinnett Online Campus, community 
school programs, and credit recovery courses.

• If it appears GCPS will be able to begin the year as 
planned on Wednesday, Aug. 5, an in-person summer  
session for identified elementary and middle school  
students will be held July 6–21. 

• If the COVID-19 situation delays the start of school until 
September, an in-person summer session for elementary 

and middle school students will occur Aug. 3–21. An 
in-person high school session would occur Aug. 3–25. 
These plans are dependent on the fluid COVID situation.

Transcripts
When high school report cards are issued in late May, students 
and their families will notice a change. Grades for each course 
will be presented in both an unweighted and weighted format. In 
addition, grade point averages (GPAs) will be reported in an  
unweighted 4-point scale and in a new weighted 5-point scale. 

In Gwinnett, students who take Advanced Placement (AP),  
International Baccalaureate (IB), and higher-level math and  
science courses have 10 points added to their grades,  
“weighting” their final class grade to account for the more  
rigorous content and course. For example, a student who earns 
a 94 in AP Human Geography receives a 104 on the report card 
once the 10 points are added. In the past, this weighted grade 
(including the 10 points) was included in calculating a student’s 
class rank but not GPA. In an unweighted GPA, that grade 
accounts for 4 quality points toward the student’s GPA. With 
the inclusion of a weighted GPA, that grade of 104 will now be 
factored in as 5 quality points. 

GCPS will continue using the weighted grades to determine rank 
in class and valedictorian and salutatorian honors. 

Graduation
On the second page of this update, find the schedule for each 
high school’s virtual graduation to be held in May, as well as 
tentative dates and times for in-person graduations, which will  
be held July 13–19 if conditions allow.

During Digital Learning Days, if you have an immediate concern 
regarding your child, please contact your local school.
GCPS will continue to provide updates on these and other topics.  
Check your school or district website for additional information. 
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2020 Gwinnett County Public Schools
Virtual Graduation Schedule

 
Each high school’s virtual graduation will air on GCPS TV and be 

livestreamed on the GCPS website (www.gcpsk12.org).

Phoenix   Wed., May 20 4:30 p.m.

Paul Duke STEM  Wed., May 20 6:30 p.m.

McClure Health Science Wed., May 20 8:30 p.m.

Duluth   Thurs., May 21 8:30 a.m.

Central Gwinnett  Thurs., May 21 10:30 a.m.

Brookwood  Thurs., May 21 12:30 p.m.

Discovery   Thurs., May 21 2:30 p.m.

Mill Creek  Thurs., May 21 4:30 p.m.

Parkview   Thurs., May 21 6:30 p.m.

GSMST   Thurs., May 21 8:30 p.m.

Dacula   Fri., May 22 8:30 a.m.

Archer   Fri., May 22 10:30 a.m.

Shiloh   Fri., May 22 12:30 p.m.

Mountain View  Fri., May 22 2:30 p.m.

Berkmar   Fri., May 22 4:30 p.m.

Norcross   Fri., May 22 6:30 p.m.

Gwinnett Online Campus Fri., May 22 8:30 p.m.

Meadowcreek  Sat., May 23 8:30 a.m.

Grayson   Sat., May 23 10:30 a.m.

South Gwinnett  Sat., May 23 12:30 p.m.

North Gwinnett  Sat., May 23 2:30 p.m.

Peachtree Ridge  Sat., May 23 4:30 p.m.

Collins Hill  Sat., May 23 6:30 p.m.

Lanier   Sat., May 23 8:30 p.m.

2020 Gwinnett County Public Schools
July Graduation Schedule

 
Should conditions allow, GCPS has planned in-person graduation 

ceremonies. With the exception of Gwinnett Online Campus, all of these 
ceremonies would be held at the Infinite Energy (IE) Center.

In-person graduation ceremonies will take place only if
current guidance and regulations will allow.

Additional information confirming the ceremonies, providing  
information for graduates, and directions/requirements for attendees 

based on guidance at that time will be available in the near future.

Duluth   Mon., July 13 8:30 a.m. IE Arena

Paul Duke STEM  Mon., July 13 10 a.m. IE Exhibit Halls A/B

Discovery   Mon., July 13 2 p.m. IE Arena

Phoenix   Mon., July 13 6 p.m. IE Theatre

Gwinnett Online Campus Mon., July 13 7 p.m.  GOC Auditorium

Central Gwinnett  Mon., July 13 7:30 p.m. IE Arena

Dacula   Tues., July 14 8:30 a.m. IE Arena

GSMST   Tues., July 14 10 a.m. IE Exhibit Halls A/B

Archer   Tues., July 14 2 p.m. IE Arena

McClure Health Science Tues., July 14 6 p.m. IE Theatre

Shiloh   Tues., July 14 7:30 p.m. IE Arena

Mountain View  Wed., July 15 8:30 a.m. IE Arena

Berkmar   Wed., July 15 2 p.m. IE Arena

Norcross   Wed., July 15 7:30 p.m. IE Arena

Meadowcreek  Thurs., July 16 8:30 a.m. IE Arena

Grayson   Thurs., July 16 2 p.m. IE Arena

South Gwinnett  Thurs., July 16 7:30 p.m. IE Arena

North Gwinnett  Fri., July 17 8:30 a.m. IE Arena

Peachtree Ridge  Fri., July 17 2 p.m. IE Arena

Collins Hill  Fri., July 17 7:30 p.m. IE Arena

Parkview   Sat., July 18 8:30 a.m. IE Arena

Brookwood  Sat., July 18 2 p.m. IE Arena

Mill Creek  Sat., July 18 7:30 p.m. IE Arena

Lanier   Sun., July 19 2 p.m. IE Arena

In addition to watching GCPS TV live on the school 
district website, you can tune in  on the following 
cable stations:
AT&T U-verse  Listed under Local Government
Charter  Channel 180
Comcast  Channel 24 or 26

Graduations  also will be available on-demand.



This week’s update provides additional details on 
Advanced Placement (AP) testing, Digital Learning 
Resources, Voter Registration, School Nutrition, and 
Kindergarten Registration. As the COVID-19  
pandemic remains a fluid situation, Gwinnett County 
Public Schools will continue to communicate  
information to families through the last day of  
digital learning on May 20. 

Advanced Placement (AP) Testing
The College Board has announced that AP exams will be 
given May 11–22. The exams will be delivered in a 45- 
minute online exam format, and students will have access 
to only those course exams for which they registered earlier 
in the year. This year’s exams will cover skills and concepts 
learned through early March. The exams will consist of one to 
two free-response questions. To help prepare students,  
AP Online Classes and Review Sessions are available on  
YouTube. These mobile-friendly classes, taught by AP  
teachers from across the country, are designed to be used 
alongside work assigned by the student’s teacher. In  
AP Classroom, students can find a new “Optional Student  
Practice” section that includes the most relevant free-response 
questions to help them practice the concepts and skills they 
will be tested on in May 2020.

Digital Learning Daily Dozen... Math and More
If a parent has not been in a math class recently, helping their 
middle or high school student can be stressful. That is why 
GCPS has pulled together resources to help parents better  
understand what their students are learning and how to help. 
These resources are just one example of the tips and support 
found in GCPS’ DLD Daily Dozen tip sheets. From literacy 
skills and online author activities to taking science learning 
outside and providing emotional support to students... there is a 
new tip sheet each school day. Check them out on the district’s 
Facebook page and on GCPS’ COVID-19 Resources for Fami-
lies webpage.

April is HS Voter Registration Month
GCPS high schools have not been able to do their traditional voter 
registration drives. However, if a teen is 17½ years of age or older, 
he or she can still register to vote! Voter registration is online and 
can be completed at home. A person can register online if he or 
she has a Georgia-issued ID card or driver’s license. Go to  
www.mvp.sos.ga.gov and click the “Register” button. 

School Nutrition
School Lunch Hero Day: Preparing healthy meals for students, 
adhering to strict nutrition standards, and offering service with 
a smile... Gwinnett’s School Nutrition Program (SNP) staff do a 
great job! During Digital Learning Days (DLD), however, they 
have gone above and beyond, preparing more than 1.3 million 
meals in the first five weeks of DLD. On Friday, May 1, the nation 
will celebrate the 8th Annual School Lunch Hero Day, honoring 
the difference SNP staff members have made in students’ lives!  
End-of-Year Account Information: Money left in a student’s 
school meal account will automatically roll into next school year, 
following the student to whichever GCPS school he or she attends. 
No action is required by the parent. Families interested in a refund 
instead must submit a request, using the “Student Meal Account 
Balance Options” form available on the GCPS website. That form 
must be sent to the district School Nutrition Program office  
(address on form), not the local school.
Meals During DLD: GCPS plans to continue providing break-
fast and lunch for pick up and delivery through Friday, May 15. 
A list and map of schools and clusters where meals are provided 
and delivered is available on the GCPS website. 

Kindergarten Registration
Online registration for new kindergarten students is underway. 
Parents and guardians of children who will be five years old on  
or before September 1, 2020, are encouraged to begin the  
registration process. Families who are unable to obtain the required 
immunization and/or screening documents due to the COVID-19 
situation will be given additional time to obtain those documents 
but should go ahead and begin the online registration process.

GCPS and its schools are working on the logistics for end-of-year processes 
(picking up belongings and yearbooks; returning textbooks, 
instruments, computers; etc.). We will communicate this 
information once plans are finalized. If you have an  
immediate concern, please contact your local school.

GCPS will continue to provide updates on these and other topics.  
Check your school or district website for additional information. 
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https://www.youtube.com/user/advancedplacement
http://www.mvp.sos.ga.gov
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public/about/content/covid-19/school-meals
https://myap.collegeboard.org/login
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/wcm/connect/cdee6a5d-4865-43df-9f30-698eb58e0f5b/Daily-Dozen-12-Resources-for-MS-and-HS-Math-Students.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=n5.zk03
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public/about/content/covid-19/resources
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public/about/content/covid-19/resources
https://www.facebook.com/GwinnettSchools/
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/wcm/connect/51b790b1-5392-4574-9c08-4c02097c23f4/GCPS+DONATION-TRANSFER-REFUND+REQUEST+12-13-19.pdf?MOD=AJPERES
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public/parents/content/general-info/kindergarten-registration


On April 9, 2020,  Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) 
shared decisions the district had made regarding a number 
of school-related topics. This week’s update provides  
additional details on a few of those topics. As the COVID-19 
pandemic remains a fluid situation, additional decisions may 
be made or plans finalized between now and our last day of 
digital learning on May 20. 

Four Days for New Assignments; Flex Fridays Allow for Review 
Beginning April 17, GCPS will follow a flexible schedule 
on Fridays that will continue through May 8. These “Flex 
Fridays” will be a lighter “school day,” but will count toward 
the full 180-day school calendar. Teachers will be available to 
work with students. However, they will not give students any 
new assignments on these days. On Flex Fridays, teachers  
will have time to work with students individually, provide 
opportunities for students to make up assignments or redo 
previous assignments, and review material taught.  

Grading
Last week, GCPS shared that teachers will continue to teach 
the AKS curriculum and to grade student work during Digital 
Learning Days (DLD). That ongoing instruction, assessment, 
and grading help teachers provide feedback and identify areas 
in which students are being successful as well as areas in 
which they may need extra help. Knowing how students are 
doing today is essential to ensuring they learn what is needed 
to prepare for next school year. 

Student learning during DLD is important. GCPS is taking 
steps to make sure students are as successful as possible 
during DLD. If at any time during the remainder of this school 
year a student’s grade in a class falls below the grade he or she 
earned in that same class during first semester, or lower than 
the student’s average in the class on March 12, the teacher will 
take a number of things into consideration before finalizing 
the student’s grade. These considerations include the potential 
impact of the change in learning environment from in-person 
to online; whether the student had adequate and appropriate 
opportunities to relearn material or redo assignments; and if 
the student took advantage of available opportunities to make 
up work and demonstrate mastery of the AKS. 

Summer School
Since it may not be safe to hold face-to-face summer school 
for high school students, GCPS will offer two summer  
school sessions through Gwinnett Online Campus (GOC). 
Session 1 will take place June 1–23 and Session 2 will be held 
June 15–July 7. Information about courses and how to register 
is available on the GOC website . In addition, high school 
students can take Health and PE virtually through Community 
School programs associated with GCPS high schools. 

Students also can take Credit Recovery courses with online 
teacher support. (For information about this option, go to 
https://bit.ly/GCPSCreditRecoverySS .) None of the summer 
school options require face-to-face contact.

Seniors
Plans are moving forward to hold graduations virtually in May, 
followed by traditional ceremonies in mid-July if conditions  
allow. Seniors received information this week from their schools 
about what they need to do to be included in their school’s virtual 
graduation. Students should follow the directions provided for 
picking up their cap and gown as these guidelines were  
developed to limit physical contact and to maintain social  
distancing. They also received instructions for submitting a digital 
photo of themselves in their cap and gown and for confirming the 
correct spelling of their names. Additional details about the virtual 
graduation and possible in-person ceremonies in July will be 
shared as additional decisions are made. 

Tutor.com
GCPS encourages students to take advantage of Tutor.com. There 
are three easy ways to access this resource using the Gwinnett 
County Public Library (GCPL) website (gwinnettpl.org).

1. Students can use their GCPL library card number to sign in
to Tutor.com, OR

2. Students who have taken part in the library’s Branch Out
program can use their Student ID as their Barcode/Username
and their birthdate (MMDD) as the Password. (Example: If
your birthdate is February 14, your Password is 0214.) OR

3. Students who not have an account with the library can click
here to request one online. The student will receive an email
confirmation with instructions within 48 hours of the request.

Additional information about GCPS’ COVID-19 response was shared at 
the April 16, 2020, Virtual School Board Work Session. You can view a  
recording of the Work Session at www.gcpsk12.org/vbm.

GCPS will continue to provide updates on these and other topics. Check 
your school or district website for additional information. 
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeGdVa95DTt9BT4gHv6isdl-e6_1TcKQwHFAWe-0Zs3or3gYA/viewform
www.gcpsk12.org/vbm
http://publish.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcps/home/public/community/content/row3/publications-n-services/community-schools
https://bit.ly/GCPSCreditRecoverySS
https://www.gwinnettpl.org/
https://www.gcpsk12.org/Page/18596


The COVID-19 pandemic and the resulting mandate to end  
all face-to-face instruction in Gwinnett County Public Schools 
has had a profound impact on the daily lives of our students,  
families, and employees. In these uncertain times, we know 
that many of you have questions about plans for the  
remainder of the school year.  We continue to work through 
some of the issues, but decisions have been made regarding  
a number of school-related topics. We want to share those  
in this publication. More information will be sent as other  
decisions are made and plans are finalized.

Digital Learning and the Last Day of Teaching and Learning
GCPS will continue Digital Learning Days through May 20, 
the last day of school. Students and staff are not in a  
traditional school setting, but teaching and learning is  
continuing every school day through digital content that is 
aligned to Gwinnett’s AKS curriculum and Georgia standards. 

Shift to a Four-Day Week for New Assignments
Just as students need breaks during the regular school day,  
they also need breaks when learning digitally. Beginning the 
week of April 13, GCPS will implement a flexible schedule 
every Friday through May 8. Students will receive no new 
assignments. Instead, the day can be used to review material 
taught, make up work or redo assignments, or participate in  
student activities (such as book clubs, creative offerings,  
extracurricular offerings, etc.) and family activities.

Help for Students who are Struggling
Though the methods may be different, with staff and students 
in digital classrooms rather a school building, teachers  
continue to provide interventions and supplemental support 
to students who are struggling. It is more important than ever 
that parents help students stay connected with teachers in 
order to take advantage of their help.

In addition, a partnership with the Gwinnett County Public 
Library provides students with access to live online tutoring 
daily from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. Using Tutor.com, students also 
can receive “drop-off support” 24-7 by uploading a document 
for tutor feedback that will be reviewed and returned at a 
later time. Information is available on the GCPS website or at 
gwinnettpl.com.

Students may experience emotional upheaval or social  
challenges during this trying time, too. GCPS counselors  
continue to work with students in need. If a parent has  
concerns about his or her child, they can reach out to the teacher 
or school to request support.

Assessments
Assessment is a critical element of teaching and learning that 
also has been impacted by COVID-19. Gwinnett teachers 
assess how students are doing through daily assignments and 
quizzes, as well as tests that measure students’ growth and 
learning over the year or semester. Here’s an assessment  
overview to answer some of the questions you might have.

High School Gateway: GCPS will offer a one-year waiver to 
seniors who have met all other graduation requirements except 
passing the High School Gateway. These seniors will receive a 
diploma without having to pass the Gateway test.

International Baccalaureate (IB) Exams: IB exams will 
not be administered. IB diplomas will be awarded based on 
student coursework. As more information becomes available, 
our two IB high schools (Shiloh and Norcross) will share that 
information with their students.

Advanced Placement (AP) Exams: College Board has 
announced that AP testing will take place online. Students 
will take a 45-minute exam online at home for each AP course 
exam for which they are registered. The exam questions will 
be designed and administered in a way to protect the integrity 
of the exam, incorporating a range of digital security tools. 

SAT: Currently, the next SAT exam administration is scheduled 
for the first weekend in June. The College Board continues to 
assess whether it can safely hold that administration. A firm 
decision from the College Board will be shared with families as 
soon as it is feasible to do so.

ACT: When ACT postponed the April 4 test date, registered 
students received an email from ACT providing instructions 
for rescheduling on a future ACT test date at no charge. The 
next test dates are June 13 and July 18.

continued on back...
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Milestones/End of Course Tests: All state-required spring 
testing— including GKIDS, Georgia Alternate Assessments, 
and the Georgia Milestones End of Grade and End of Course 
tests— are canceled.

Final Exams: Final exams for middle and high school students 
will begin on Monday, May 11. These online exams will be 
developed by each school’s teachers and course teams. All  
students in a course at a particular school will take the same 
final exam.

Grading
Teachers continue to teach the AKS, following the district’s 
curriculum calendar, to prevent gaps in learning. Teachers 
continue to grade student work, with students’ DLD assignments 
counting toward classwork grades. Many students did not have 
the opportunity to take the district’s interim assessments. For 
those who did, those scores will only count for students if 
they will increase the student’s grade. Final exams also will 
contribute toward students’ grades. 

Attendance
Teachers are not taking attendance each day; however, they are 
monitoring which students are participating in digital learning 
and are reaching out to students who are not completing  
assignments. All student and staff attendance incentives for  
this school year were suspended on March 10.

Promotion
GCPS wants to be sure that the move to digital learning does 
not have a negative impact on students. Therefore, we will use 
the following promotion criteria:
K-8: GCPS will base promotion on a student’s understanding  
and mastery of the AKS curriculum for his or her grade level.  
If a student is recommended to repeat a grade, the school or 
teacher will discuss it with the student’s family. 
9-12: Grades continue to be important in determining students’ 
understanding and mastery of the curriculum. High school 
teachers will continue to grade assignments and tests, and 
students must pass their courses to earn Carnegie units to meet 
Georgia graduation requirements.

Summer School
If the current COVID situation is resolved in time and it is 
safe to hold summer school, GCPS would offer it primarily 
to students who had low participation in DLD and whose 
teachers recommend additional help based on the student’s 
limited understanding and mastery of the curriculum.

Access and Devices
During the first two weeks of DLD in Gwinnett, 97% of GCPS 
students participated in online learning. Still some families 
do not have reliable access to devices (computer, tablet, smart 
phone, etc.) or high-speed internet. Prior to Spring Break, 
schools provided printed packets of schoolwork for these  
students to complete. After Spring Break, schools began 
checking out Chromebooks to students whose low participation 
in digital learning indicated a lack of access to a usable device. 
The checkout program is designed to assist families identified 
as having the most need first. A family that can demonstrate a 
need for this assistance should contact their child’s school.

Provision and Distribution of Meals
GCPS has provided meals for students since digital learning 
started. Our ability to keep this service going is something we 
must continually assess. Considerations include staff safety, 
availability of staff and supplies, etc. The district currently is 
providing both breakfast and lunch, provided at no cost to the 
individual through the federal School Nutrition Program. A list 
of schools and clusters where meals are provided for pick-up 
and delivery is available on the GCPS website.

End-of-Year Activities
Proms— High schools that did not hold their proms before 
March 13 will not be able to do so as all school activities are 
canceled for the year. Information about possible refunds or 
credit will be communicated to families by the local school. 
 

Graduations— For the Class of 2020, the scheduled  
graduation ceremonies are not able to be held in a traditional 
manner. However, the district is making plans to hold  
graduations virtually in May, followed by traditional  
ceremonies in July if conditions allow. As details become 
available, they will be shared by your local school.

Transcripts— Students should request transcripts through  
gafutures.org, which will process the request and send the 
document to colleges electronically. Any questions should be 
directed to the student’s high school.

Retrieving Belongings from or Returning Items to School—  
Schools are working on updating their end-of-year processes 
and will communicate to families when students will be  
allowed to access to the building to pick up personal  
belongings or return books or other items to the 
school.
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